International soloist, jazz and chamber musican Rex Richardson has emerged as an important voice in music, both as a trumpeter and a composer. Since 1995, he has recorded and toured internationally with the critically acclaimed Rhythm & Brass, an ensemble with a reputation as one of the finest brass groups in North America. He also toured North America and Japan with the late jazz legend Joe Henderson’s Quintet and Sextet, and Europe with William Russo’s Chicago Jazz Ensemble.

In recent years Richardson has become increasingly active as a jazz and classical soloist. He has appeared as a guest artist with dozens of important ensembles throughout the world, including the symphony orchestras of Guangzhou (China), Tokyo and Osaka (Japan), Phoenix, Omaha, Rochester, Syracuse, and Oregon; the U.S. Navy Band and Orchestra in Washington, D.C.; the Athens (Greece) Jazz Orchestra, the Sydney (Australia) All Stars Big Band, and the Navy Commodores Jazz Ensemble. He has given recitals and masterclasses at the Xinghai Conservatory in China, the University of Melbourne and the Sydney Conservatory in Australia, the University of Thessaloniki (Greece), the Royal Northern College of Music (England), the Eastman School of Music and Northwestern University. He has return engagments in Greece with the Athens Jazz Orchestra and other ensembles this fall, and has been invited to appear as a featured soloist and clinician at the 2005 Melbourne International Brass Festival in Australia.  (For reviews of Rex’s last visit to Australia, please visit www.trumpetguild.org/news/news04/22richardsonoz.htm)

Richardson has appeared as soloist and clinician at conferences hosted by the International Trumpet Guild, the International Trombone Association, Midwest Clinic International Band and Orchestra Conference in Chicago, and the NAMM show in Los Angeles. He was the featured artist for the Australia Trumpet Guild’s 2004 Conference in Sydney, appearing as solo recitalist, guest soloist, and clinician. His international jazz festival appearances as a soloist and bandleader include those of Chicago, Montreal, Edmonton, Calgary and several in Italy. He has appeared on dozens of albums and has released two jazz recordings as a leader for the IGMOD and D’note labels. 

Richardson has gained a reputation as a champion of new music. His debut classical CD entitled “Shadows and Reflections,” featuring all-new virtuoso trumpet music by American composers, is scheduled for release in late 2004. He premiered solo works composed or arranged for him, as well as two of his own works, at the 2004 and 2005 ITG Conferences. An enthusiastic review of the ’05 performance praised the “bravura display of technical and musical fireworks.” (www.trumpetguild.org)

Rex Richardson is the professor of trumpet and jazz trumpet at Virginia Commonwealth University. He holds degrees in anthropology and music from Northwestern University and Louisiana State University. He has served on the faculties of Loyola University, Columbia College Chicago, and Delgado Community College and as visiting professor at Ithaca College. In 1995 he was honored in Downbeat Magazine’s International Critics’ Poll as one of nine trumpeters deserving wider recognition. He is a Yamaha Artist and performs exclusively on Yamaha trumpets, cornets and fluegelhorns.

Rex Richardson has recorded solo albums of his own compositions for the d'Note and IGMOD labels. Downbeat magazine has printed that he "has an impressive touch: a sure command of tone and a gift for creating fetching modern harmonies," awarded his CD Pandora's Pocket three-and-a-half stars, and honored him in their International Critic's Poll as one of the top ten trumpeters deserving wider recognition. Cadence Magazine's review of Pandora's Pocket began, "Richardson is a trumpeter who combines the powerful stratospheric flights of Freddie Hubbard with the melodic bluesiness of Lee Morgan." A reviewer of a recent classical recital raved, "...incredible! ...a brilliant performance... The man can really play! It not only took his breath away, but mine as well." (County Chronicle, 4/10/97) Minneapolis' City Pages has called him "Chicago's classical music prodigy and (a) formidable jazz trumpeter." The Chicago Tribune has extolled his "epic sound and rock solid technique" and says of his jazz playing that he "improves with technical virtuosity in some passages, lyric poetry in others," describing his style as "a brilliant, technically audacious, rythmically aggressive approach to improvisation." For a review of Rex's appearance as the featured artist at the 2004 Australia Trumpet Guild Convention in Sydney, please visit www.trumpetguild.org/news/news04/22richardsonoz.htm
